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By Greg Grablander

‘The high plains grassland of northern
Colora%o is an area of natural beauty.
Cactus blooms yellow and purple in spring, and herds of
antelope graze along with cattle. At an elevation of 5,000 to
6,000 fect, this high plains desert receives only about 17

inches of rain annually. Cattle ranching and wheat produc-

tion are the main agricultural enterprises.

'This is home for Nunn Telephone Company, which serves
367 square miles of this area, including the communities of
Nunn and Carr. The castern edge of the service territory
includes a portion of the Pawnee National Grasslands.

Today, Nunn Telephone Company’s system is state-of-the-
art due to a history of implementing technological advances.
It is an interesting history, repeated throughout rural areas

across the country. Nunn Telephone Company dates back to
June 20, 1911, when S.E. Hobart was granted a franchise by
the Town of Nunn to build a telephone system. His privately

owned magneto, or crank phone telephone system, served the
town, and rural lines were built by the farmers and ranchers
to gain service. A group of local citizens purchased the
system in 1948 with a goal of improving voice service, which,
at the time, was not available on weekends as the cordboard
employee did not work weekends.

Around the same time, the Rural Utility Services (RUS)
was branching out from rural electrification to rural
telephone. Funding became available to make significant
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improvements, including iron wire pole line construction.
Later, the cordboard was replaced and buried copper
cabling replaced iron wire. These were major technological
improvements back then.

BIP Funding Enables

Dial-Up Company Purchase World-Class Service
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